PERSONNEL SECURITY QUALITY PANEL TELECONFERENCE

July 29, 2009

HS-1.4 convened the meeting of the Personnel Security Quality Panel from DOE Headquarters at 2:00 p.m. EDT.  Teleconference participants were:

WA- Germantown

AB-Albuquerque

SC-Schenectady

HA-Richland

TN-Savannah River

OR-Oak Ridge

CH-Chicago

ID-Idaho

Office of Business Operations (HS-1.21)

Office of Hearings and Appeals 
Human Capital (HC-10)
Office of Departmental Personnel Security (HS-1.4)

IN-Office of  Intelligence and Counterintelligence

NTC-National Training Center

FBI-Federal Bureau of Investigations

OPM-Office of Personnel Management

Panel Member Agenda Submissions/Requests for Discussion
· In regards to the DOE Acquisition Regulation (DEAR) security clause in the Final Rule effective June 17, 2009, the group was asked whether there were any questions or problems they have encountered at he site level in implementing the new Rule.  None were noted, but it was suggested that a representative from the Office of Procurement be invited to address the next PSQP on this subject.  HS-1.4 has confirmed that Richard Langston will participate in next months call.
· In response to a concern raised by one of the sites, a general inquiry was made as to whether the matter of allowing a dual US citizen to travel on their foreign passport to their native land had presented a concern to any other locations.  No concerns were noted.  A suggestion was also made that you can link to the State Department website from OPM pertaining to travel to foreign countries.  The adjudicative guidelines address foreign preferences, and the DOE M 470.4-5 addresses waivers, if necessary.  Sites are to continue to use that guidance to address the use of foreign passports.
· Pertaining to an inquiry made by one of the sites in regards to reporting an investigator for unusual conduct during the investigation stages, the sites were asked to please send an e-mail to Dawn Cheek and Jim Packett which explains the situation and identifies the subject, investigator and investigative agency.  HS-1.4 will forward to the OPM or FBI liaison, as appropriate.  Please note that we do not receive response from the investigative agencies as to what action was taken.
· Joanne Csordas addressed the Recovery Act funding issues.  Recovery Act Funds:  The Department still does not have a Treasury Accounting Symbol (TAS) for Security Investigations.  I also learned that OPM's e-QIP system will only accept "valid" TAS numbers for "Recovery" cases.   Therefore, until this issue is resolved, I need everyone to use the TAS number "89X0209" for the remainder of the fiscal year.  This is an official TAS number for Departmental Administration and will be recognized by OPM's billing system.  In the meantime, I will still need a monthly list of "Recovery" folks so that we can track these cases Department-wide.  An email message will go out explaining these revisions.

 

FY 2009 Security Investigation Carryover:  Several personnel security offices will have prior-year carryover going into FY 2010.  Any old funding coming from this organization (HSS) will totally be expended before other program dollars are spent. 

 

FY 2010:  Field personnel security offices (except for Headquarters) will need to work with their program budget folks to secure funding for FY 2010.  I will still provide backup to FBI and OPM bills but it will be up to your office to provide the funding strings to the Controller's Office to pay the bills.

· The new OPM Liaison, Ann Annarella was introduced.  Ann’s contact information is ann.annarella@opm.gov
(724)794-5612 x5110 ph; (724) 738-0814 fax

Personnel Security Policy Update – Mark Pekrul 
· Mark Pekrul reported that the proposal to adopt TS/S/C security clearances is in its final stages of development and will be presented to Glenn Podonsky in early September.  However he decides, it is anticipate that with this issue resolved, the draft manual will proceed to RevCom by the end of September.
· Mark Pekrul reported that the DOE General Counsel’s office had additional edits to the Bond Notice.  An additional update from the Office of Science indicates they approve the Bond Notice as currently drafted.

· The ODNI has undertaken a review of the current adjudicative guidelines which is expected to last about 2 years.  There is a meeting scheduled regarding the guidelines to be held in Chantilly, VA on August 5, 2009.  As developments occur, the group will be informed.

Field Assistance Program Update – Jim Packett
· Jim Packett reported that a working draft definition is being coordinated, which defines the adjudication date as the date the adjudicator makes a decision to grant or begin the process to deny/revoke the applicant’s eligibility for access (beginning the written documentation).  The draft definition states that the decision to request further information does not constitute an adjudicative decision.  HS-1.4 will advise you once a formal definition has been finalized.
· Jim Packett reported that the third quarter 2009 and June monthly reports have been obtained from OPM and distributed within DOE.  79A reporting percentages have been reinstituted at the bottom of these reports.  Congratulations!  The DOE-wide report reflects that for the first time, all IRTPA goals were met by the Department.

· Reminder to provide HS-1.4 with your adjudicator staffing levels, as requested via email on July 16, 2009.  Hs-1.4 has already received several responses.  Please provide responses by August 14.

Administrative Review Update - Dane Woodard 

· An announcement was made in regards to Program Managers Dane Woodard and Patricia Smith’s exchange of Programs as part of HS-1.4’s cross training efforts.  This change is effective August 3.
· Dane Woodard reported that a Six Sigma Review is being coordinated pertaining to the appeal process.  Members are being identified for the September 14-18 meeting.  The goal is to streamline and improve the process to provide better customer service and meet the demands of the customers.

Clearance Automation Group Update – April Stottler
· IT Users’ Group – The next telecon is scheduled for Wednesday,               2:00.  The call in number is:           .  Agenda items should be sent to April.

· CPCI Update –
Site Follow-Up Comments/Questions:  None
Next Meeting:  August 26, 2009, 2:00 EDT call-in number is (202) 287-1380
